ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSION (IRELAND), 




THE ANNUAL REPORT 

Of the Ecclesi.istical Commissiokeks for Ireland to the Lord Lieutena^ 
for the Year ending I August 1844. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY WILLIAM, LORD HEYTESBDRY, 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL 
AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, whose hands and corpo- 
I r rate seal are hereunto annexed, Leg leave to report to your Excellency 
pursuant to the provisions of the Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37, that applications have 
been received from the several Corporations of Limerick, Dnbltn, Waterford, and 
Clonmel, for the purpose of bringing to sale the Advowsons of .such Benefices as 
belonged to those Corporations respectively, to which sales the Commissioners 
under the provisions of the 3 & 4 Viet. c. toS, are required to be assentinv 
parties. In the execution of this duty the Commissioners required the opinion of 
competent Notaries Public to be submitted for their consideration, as to the value 
of these Advowsons, and the terms and conditions of sale to be revised and approved 
of by their law advisers, as otherwise they felt they could not with propriety 
give their consent to such sales as might be effected ; and with these precautions 
they have felt warranted in signifying their consent to the sale of the Advowsons 
of the Rectory of St. Lawrence, in the Diocese of Limerick, belonging to the 
Corporation of that city, and the Rectories of Rathmacnee in the Diocese of 
Ferns, and of Rathdrum and Taghadoe in the Diocese of Dublin, heion<rin.T to 
the Corporation of the city of Dublin. With respect to the Corporations of Water- 
ford and Clonmel, such informatiou has not yet been laid before the Commis- 
sioners as they conceive would justify them in sanctioning a sale of the Advowsons 
belonging to these Corporations: but the matter is in progress and will be brouo-ht 
to a termination as soon as the required information shall have been afforded. 



The provision of the Municipal Act, in respect to the sale of the Advowson of 
the Wardenship of Galway, is of a nature more special than those affecting the 
other Corporations, and casts upon the Commissioners the consideration of the 
question (previously to the sale), of a dissolution of this extensive Union. The 
Wardenship consists of several Rectories and Vicarages j and as the Galway 
Corporation expressed a desire, in which the Commissioners did not concur, that 
the whole should be sold without any dissolution, it became a matter of anxious 
concern to the Commissioners to consider what would be tnost beneficial to the 
interests of the Parishioners in the respective Parishes, and with this view they 
solicited from the Bishop of the Diocese his Lordship’s opinion on this subject. 



By the half-yearly Returns of Promotions received from the Archbishops and 
Bishops, it appears that 78 Benefices have become vacant within the year, con- 
sisting of 1 1 Dignities and Prebends and 67 Parochial Benefices, of which 22 are 
liable to tax and 56 are not liable. In regard to the Dignities and Prebends, the 
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Commissioners caused the respective vacancies as they occurred to be duly notified 
to the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council, and of these, appointments to the 
Chancellorship of Cashel, of the annual value of 382L 85. yd., and to the Prebend 
of Kilrane, of or belonging to the Cathedral Church of Ferns, of the annual 
value of 90 L, have, on the recommendation of the Commissioners, been suspended 
by the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council, under the provisions of the Act 4 & 5 
Will. 4, c. 90; and in regard to the Parochial Benefice of Carrigdownane, in the 
Diocese of Cloyne, of the annual value of 79L 10s., the appointment of a Clerk 
to this Benefice has been suspended by the authority of the Commissioners, under 
the provisions of the 3^ ^ 4tb Will. 4 > ^ appeared by the certificate of the 
Diocesan Divine Service had not been celebrated within the Benefice for the three 
years ending I February 1833 ; and provision has been made for the discharge 
of the occasional duties of the Parish by assigning them to the Curate of the neigh- 
bouring Benefice, at a stipend approved of by the Diocesan. 

In respect to the Benefices of Erry and Ballysheehan, in the Diocese of Cashel, 
of the annual value of 170?. 175. grf., the appointment of Clerks to which had 
been suspended by the Clummissioners under the aforesaid provision, in the years 
1 835 and 1 836, as it appeared desirable that the proceeds thereof should be 
appropriated to the erection of a Church on a site central to both parishes, which 
was obtained through the liberality of Matthew Pennefather, of New Park, 
Esquire, the Commissioners have the satisfaction to report to your Excellency 
that a Church, capable of accommodating 130 persons, has been erected and suit- 
ably enclosed, from the proceeds of these Parishes, aided by subscriptions to the 
amount of 150/., and thereupon the Commissioners immediately withdrew their 
order of suspension of the appointment of a Clerk to these Parishes, and notified 
to the Diocesan that he was at liberty to appoint a Clerk, which he accordingly 
did, and thus an important benefit has been conferred upon the parishioners, wdio, 
however, were not left destitute of spiritual instruction in the interval, as a Curate 
was specially appointed by the Bishop for the discharge of the duties, and paid by 
the Commissioners out of the proceeds a salary of 90/. a year. 

It will appear by our last Annual Report, that the appointment of a Clerk to the 
Provostship of Tuam had been suspended on the recommendation of the Com- 
missioners ; but by Order of 23d November 1843, the Lord Lieutenant and Privy 
Council were pleased to withdraw the suspension in this case, to disappropriate 
its revenues, and distribute them to the amount of 182/. 8 s. Qid. amongst the 
Vicarages of the respective Parishes within which the Rentcharges arose, and to 
transfer the residue thereof, amounting to 143 1 . gs. 7 d. arising from Lands, to 
the General Fund of the Commissioners. 

A sum of 25,500 L, aided by private subscriptions to the amount of 871 Z. 1 s. 4 d., 
was set apart at different periods within the year for Church Works, of which sum 
19,933?. 95. gd., together with the outstanding grants of former years, was in 
course of expenditure prior to the ist instant, viz. 16,458/. 15. 6 d. on repairs ; 
2,1 12/. 165. 5 d. on the rebuildings of this year, and in discharging the balances 
of outstanding contracts of the preceding year ; and 1,362/. 115. lod. in com- 
pleting as well the Church of St. Michael, in the city of Limerick, under the Act 
of the 6th & 7th of Her present Majesty, c. 88, as the enlargement of some 
Churches previously undertaken by the Board, leaving a balance of 5,854?. 9 s. St?, 
not yet allocated, but which will be immediately required for the other necessary 
works contained in the Architect’s Schedules. 

With 
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With reference to the Church of St. Michael, Limerick, it is to be observed, 
that applications had in former years been made to the Commissioners for ait! 
towards the erection of this Church, and that a grant of i.ooof. had been actu- 
ally made for the purpose ; but it having been ascertained that it was not then a 
Parish Church, but was rather a Proprietary Chapel, the grant was rescinded. The 
Act of Parliament above referred to made it a Parish Church, and charged the 
funds of the Board with i,oooI., which has been accordingly paid agreeably to its 
provisions. Subscriptions have also been received to the amount of 485 1, 
towards the rebuilding of the Chapel of Ease of Kenawley, in the Diocese of 
Kilmore, and the Churches of Kilmacrennan, in the Diocese of Raphoe, and 
Pinner, in the Diocese of Clogher ; but for these grants have not yet been made 
by the Board, owing to the preliminary proceedings not having been arranged. 
The Commissioners have, however, in these cases signified their intention to pro- 
ceed with the works so soon as they may be empowered to do so ; the case of 
Kiimacrennan requiring that the proposed change of site should he approved by 
your Excellency in Council, and the case of Finuer, that the district comprising 
the new Parish should he set out in the manner directed by the statute. In 
reporting on this branch of the proceedings of the Commissioners, we beg to 
inform your Excellency that the same rigid scrutiny has been observed in the dis- 
tribution of the funds set apart for Church Works, as has been already referred to 
in former Reports. 

On the death of the late Dr. Beresford, Bishop of Kilmore, the Bishop of 
Elphin having, by the operation of the Act of the 3d & 4th Will. 4, c. 37, succeeded 
to the temporalities of the See of Kilmore, and having, as such successor, become 
liable to the charge subsisting on the See-house of that Diocese, amounting to 
13,800/., the Act of the 6th & 7th of Her present Majesty, c. 57, was passed for 
the relief of his Lordship in respect to this charge, and also for his relief 
and that of other Bishops succeeding to the temporalities of the Sees mentioned 
in the second Schedule of the Act 3 8s 4 Will. 4, c. 37, with respect to the tax 
chargeable under that Act. 

In reference to the relief afforded as to the building charge on the See-house of 
Kilmore, the Commissioners being required to pay to Dr. Leslie interest at 
the rate of 5/. per cent, per annum on the sum of 13,800/., or on such parts as 
his Lordship shall pay to the representatives of Dr. Beresford, they have paid 
the sum of 580/. loj. gd., being the interest on so much of the cliarge as has 
been liquidated by his Lordship. 

With respect to the relief from the payment of tax, they have in the case of 
the late Dr. Fowler, who succeeded to tile revenues of the See of Leighlin 
and Ferns, and who had paid the tax on that See up the date of his death, re- 
funded to his representatives the sum of 2,406/. os. 4.d., being the amount of tax 
so paid by bis Lordship whilst in possession of the revenues of that See; and they 
have, under the authority of this -Act, relinquished a claim which they had against 
the representatives of Dr. Butson, late Bishop of Clonfert. 

In respect to the building charges subsisting on , the Bishoprics of Elphin and 
Droraore, and on the Benefice of Moymet in the Diocese of Meath, the Commis- 
sioners toot the necessary steps to ascertain, by due concse.of law, the amounts 
of dilapidations that had been incurred, during the respective Incumbencies, .pre- 
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viously to the revenues thereof having become vested in the Commissioners, and a 
sum of 1,287/. 95. 4^/., being the balance of the building charge remaining on the 
Sec of Elphin, after deducting the amount incurred on account of dilapidations, 
has been paid to the Bishop ot ICihnore and Elphin, under the Act 3^4 Will. 4, 
c. 37 ; a sura of 729 /. 7 5. 1 1 cl, the balance of the building charge on the See of 
Drornore, after deducting the amount of dilapidations incurred, has been paid to 
the representatives of Dr. Saurin, late Bishop of that See; and to the repie- 
sentatives of the Incumbent of Moymet has been paid the sum of 31 1 195. lod., 
being the first and second instalments of the building charge subsisting on that 
Benefice after deducting the amount of dilapidations incurred on the Glebe- 
house. 

With respect to the Mensal Lands of Raphoe, a lease has been executed to Mr. 
Samuel Kerr, of a portion thereof, including the demesne, for a term of 20 years, 
at a rent of 135/-, the proposal for which had been previously approved of; and 
the Commissioners have, with the sanction of the Lord Lieutenant, accepted a 
proposal from hlr. David Wilson for a long lease of another portion of these 
landsj reserving a rent of 93 payment of a fine of 600/., which fine has been 
since paid, and the necessary leases have been directed to be prepared. 

Since the date of our last Annual Report, in which it was stated that a demise 
had been approved of on the terms therein mentioned, of the See-house and pre- 
mises at Cashel, to the Dean and Chapter of that Diocese, as a place of residence 
for the Dean and his successors, an application was received from the Dean and 
Chapter, prior to the execution of the lease, to vary the terms of the demise, so as 
to permit an appropriation of a portion of these premises to a Parochial School, 
and a further portion to the Curate of St. Patrick’s Rock, Cashel ; but as the 
Commissioners could not assent to such an arrangement without the approval of 
the Lord Lieutenant, a new proposal was accordingly received and approved of, 
and the necessary leases have been directed. 

Bv the Report of last year it will appear that the Commissioners had abstained 
from demising the See-house and Demesne of Dromore, which became vested in 
them by the death of the late Dr. Saurin in 1842; but finding that difficulties 
which existed in effecting an arrangement contemplated by the Bishop of Down, 
had not been removed, and were not likely to be so, they felt they would not be 
justified in postponing any longer offering the premises to public competition ; pro- 
posals were therefore invited by public advertisement, and that of Henry Thomas 
Baylie, Esquire, being the highest in amount, and sufficient with reference to the 
valuation previously obtained, was selected by the Commissioners, and approved 
by the Lord Lieutenant. An agreement for a demise has been accordingly executed, 
under which Mr. Baylie has been put into possession of the premises. 

Under the head of Perpetuity Purchases, we have to report that 33 
applications have been received from immediate tenants, and three from sub- 
tenants, for the purchase of Perpetuities in their respective holdings, and pur- 
chases completed to the amount of 8,443/. i$s. id,, of which 279/. 2 s. 
has been secured by mortgage pursuant to the provisions of the statute, and 
8,164/. 12 5. jod. paid into the Bank of Ireland to the credit of the Perpetuity 
Purchase Fund ; there has also been lodged in the Bank of Ireland, to the credit of 
this fund, 10,062/. 105. yd. in discharge of mortgages heretofore granted to 
secure the purchase-money of former sales. 

An 
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An Account of the Receipts and Disbursements of the Commissioners to the ist 
instant is annexed to this Report, showing the sources from whence the Receipts 
have arisen, and the specific purposes to which they have been applied. 

All which is submitted to your Excellency’s consideration. 

(signed) JOHN G. ARMAGH. 

RICHARD DUBLIN. 
EDWARD MEATH. 
CHARLES KILDARE. 

(seal.) E. DERRY AND RAPHOE. 

J. T. OSSORY AND FERNS. 
HENRY MEREDYTH. 

JOHN C. ERCK. 

C. QUIN, 

Board-Room, 24, Upper Merrion-street, 

9 August 1844, 

(A true Copy.) 

Tho* Bushe, Secretary. 
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AN ACCOUNT, by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, of all their Receipts and 
Sources from which all Monies have been derived, and showing the Total Amount derived from 



RECEIPTS: 

Balance of General Fund, i August 1843 • 
Ditto of Perpetuity Purchase Fund, ditto 



£. s. d. 
7,ogo 12 - 
22,340 7 n i| 



£• s. d. 



29>43o 19 



Received from Waterford and Lismore See Estates - - 3>92i 7 9 

„ Killalla and Achonry 5>640 19 10 

„ Clonfert and Kilmacduagh ... - 2,407 16 - 

„ Raphoe - 6,337 4 ~ 

„ Ossory Z- 5^5 ~ ~ 

„ Cork and Ross • - - - 6,039 '4 ^ 

„ Ardagh - 3,023 - 8 

„ EIpbin - 6,702 9 6 ^ 

„ Dromore - - 5,075 9 



Suspended dignities and benefices, &c. 
Disappropriated tithes . . - 



11468 - 5i 
2,837 »4 3i 



42>7i3 1 7 



Charge on the See of Derry ------ 

Tax on bishoprics and benefices ------ 

Glebe-house loan repayments ------- 

Sales of Perpetuities ........ 

One year’s interest on Consols, Three per Cents. - . . 

Ditto - on Perpetuity Mortgages - - - - 

Monies deposited to defray expenses in ascertaining terms of 
Perpetuities in certain cases where parties did not complete 
their purchases 

Sales of Perpetuity printed forms ------ 

Sale of 6,071 Z. 15s. tod. Three per Cent. Consols - 
Fines for malicious injuries to Churches - - . - 

Contribution from Economy Funds for repairs of Cathedrals 
Bequest for Donamore Church repairs - - - - _ 

Private subscriptions for rebuilding and enlarging Churches, and 
for stoves and repairs of ditto 

Amount of costs recovered from Lord Glengal - - - _ 

Monies granted for church purposes and returned unapplied 

£. 



14,305 14 9 I 
4,160 - - 
9*834 7 10 
4,604 4 11 
18,227 3 5 
938 7 4 
3,382 18 4 

22 11 6 
576 
5,851 12 8 
5 15 - 
118 18 10 
778 

1,356 1 4 
276 - 8 
103 7 3 
135,344 - 6 J 



PRIMATE BOULTER’S and 



Balance in Primate Boulter’s Fund, 1 August, 1843 
Ditto in Primate Robinson’s ditto - ditto 
Received on account of Primate Boulter’s Fund - 
Ditto - ditto • Primate Robinson’s ditto - 



£. d. 

- 1,987 7 9 

54 19 11 

- 4,474 10 - 

18 18 10 



£. s. d. 



6,535 >6 6 
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Disbousemests for One Year, ending the ls,t day of August 1844; distinguishing the specific 
each Source, and the Specific Purposes to whicli the Receipts have been applied. 



DISBURSEMENTS : 

For rebuilding and enlarging Churches 
„ Repairs of Churches - - _ _ 

„ Extraordinary repairs of ditto 



£. d. 

• 11,468 5 4 
' H>794 1 2 
435 io n 



„ Requisites, as per yearly estimates, for celebration ofDivine 
service 

„ Bibles, Prayer and registry books - - - - - 



„ Arrear of vestry assessments - - _ . 

„ Paymenis to Bishop of Cork - - - . 

„ Ditto - to Bishop of Kilraore - _ - . 

„ Stipends to Dublin curates - - - . _ 

„ Ditto - to incumbents, curates, and vicars-choral, &c. 
„ Ditto - to diocesan schoolmasters - , . 



33,930 5 9 
134 7 6 



1,500 - - 
250 - - 
2,021 13 4 
3,375 9 7 

153 18 - 



„ Salaries to Commissioners, secretary, treasurer, clerks, &c. - . - 

„ Interest on balance of 100,000/. to Board of Public Works - - . 

„ Ditto - on 200/. oldThree-and-half per cent. Stock paid Geo. Lindsay, esq. 
„ Tax repaid representatives of late Bishop of Ossory under the Act 6 & 7 

Viet. c. 67- ' 

„ Balance of building charge on Elphin See-house 
,, Ditto - ditto - on Dromore See*house - 

„ Balance of first and second instalments of building charge 

on Moymet Glebe-house 

„ Interest on building aharge of Kilmore See-house under 
Act 6 & 7 Viet. c. 57 - 



1,287 9 11 
729 711 

31 19 to 

580 10 9 



„ Proportion of rent and rent-charge due and p4id to representatives of 
former incumbents - 



„ Rent, taxes, candles, coals, and other incidents 
„ Receipt stamps - - 

„ Binding parts of Ordnance Survey - - , , 

Postage . . _ 

„ Registrar’s fees, registering Perpetuity Certificates, &c. - 
„ Caretaker’s wages, taxes, and other expenses on See- 
houses and Mcnsal Lands uiidemised, &c. - - . 



757 4 

38 4 6 



44 8 - 
130 »3 3 

50 9 3 

272 3 10 



„ Repairs of Moymet Glebe-house, per certificate of dilapidation 
,, Quit and Crown Rents 

,, Advertising for proposals for church works, &c. - - - - , 

„ Stationery for one year, and printing, &c. - - - - - 

„ Solicitors, for personal services . - - . _ i,ooo - 

„ Ditto - for disbursements and expenses - - - 704 12 3 

„ Law clerks’ salaries - ~ 



„ Amount paid to representatives of late Dr, Butson, Bishop, of Clonfert, 
under award - - - . - 

„ Expenses incurred in survey and valuation of lands - - , - - 

„ Engrossing and enrolling Deeds of Conveyance for Perpetuities under 3 & 4 
Will. 4,c. 7, and 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 99 - 
„ Purchase of 34,292/, 13* 6d. Three per cent. Consols - - - - 

Balance in General Fund, i August 1844 - - - - 12,938 11 7 

Balance in Perpetuity Purchase Fund „ • ■ - - 2,683 9^ 



£. s, d. 



26,697 17 5 



34,064 13 3 
10 - 



7,301 - 11 

6,028 9 5 
2,400 - - 
7 - - 

2,406 - 4 



2,629 8 5 
141 6 8 



1.293 14 a 

95 - 
22 16 6 
180 17 - 
165 11 5 



1,994 12 3 

842 11 7 
7« - - 

ISO 4 6 
33,218 8 4 

15,622 8 



£. 135,344 - 6 J 



PRIMATE ROBINSON’S FUNDS. 



By ^ipends paid in augmentation of small benefices 
„ Purchase of 57/. 17^, grf. Three per Cent. Consols 
„ Balance in Primate Boulter’s-Fuiid, \ August 1844 - 
„ Ditto - Primate Robinson’s ditto - ditto 



£. 


s. 


d. 


- 4,510 


4 


7 


54 


19 


11 


- 1,951 


13 


2 


18 


18 


JO 
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